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By Charlotte Doran in collaboration with Dr Karen Hedberg

Males from six years of age are at risk of prostrate problems such as prostrate enlargement whether
they are being used for breeding or not. The way th avoid such problems i to castrate your males
that are not being used for brecding. At six years of age the dog’s personality and behaviour are
well established and will not be altered by the neutering process. The cost of neutering a healthy
male is far less than the potential costs of treating a male with prostrate problems (which usually
eventually includes neutering).
1 have spoken to a number of breeders who wish they had neutered their males earlier. They all
acknowledge that their males suffer when the bitches come into season. With older dogs, people
worry about having to put their dog through a general anaesthetic. This can be avoided by haviny
a chemicalcastation with fong cuigmplnt such as Surpotin an antitestoserone drug which
can lastfor 6-12 months). Ifthe prostate is alfeady inflamed, a Tardak injection will quickly decrease
the swelling in the prostate, giving fastrelief
11 short, consult your vet in regards to the best advice for your dog but please act to save your aging
male ftom unnecessary suffering and you from Unnecessary cost.

Signs of Prostate Problems.

1.7 Constipation 2]
2. Pasing blood at the begining or end or uination S

3. Straining to urinate or defecate

2. Laxatives if constipated, no bones in the diet

3. Tardak injections far short term relief

4. Suprelorin injections for longer tem relief - dogs may remain permanently
implants, so great care should be used f you wish to use the dog at stud subsequently.

5. Repeat bouts of prostate problems - castration is the treatment of chaice.





