“Know & Go” Clinics 

Overview
This is a great opportunity to learn, ride your horse and have fun all in one day with others just as yourself!  Everyone from beginner to advanced riders often participate in these clinics, whereas everyday is a day of training!
The object is to “Know”- learn through educational/instructional riding; the basic skills and maneuvers asked of a working stock horse as he is asked to do his job everyday on the working livestock farm or ranch.  Then “Go” and use the skills that you and your horse have gained in partnership with you as the rider;  by either participating in our Stock Horse Shows or going out onto the trails, roads, working cattle situation & beyond! 

The format of the day is broken down into sections of learning-
Pleasure, Trail, Reining and Working Cow
Our Know & Go Clinics of which we began in hosting in 2007 along with the Stock Horse Shows all go hand in hand, the program is designed to develop the horse and rider skills to Ride a Better Horse.
 We begin in the morning (9:00ish)mounted and ride through the program as it would be on Stock Horse Show day,  beginning with our Stock Horse Pleasure “class”, demonstrating to and instructing riders through their knowledge of the How & Why to best set you & your horse up for the basic gaits of the Working Stock Horse. These are building blocks.
By starting in the morning as a group with pleasure, this gives everyone an opportunity to understand the value of basics as they are the foundation to the maneuvers that are progressively “blended” together into the flow of pattern work. For example;  knowing what the footfall of the lope is and being able to feel that through repetition of the transition, will enable you to have a balanced rollback in either fence work of cattle or reining pattern work, which leads a cattleman to more efficient  gathering, less stress on animals and time wasted. 
As we continue into the day (LATE MORNING), we have found that trail works best here, in most cases (weather pending!) we leave the arena and train over obstacles that are encountered on the trail or open ranch work, such as logs, gates, drags, brush, water, bridges and more!
Ordinarily, at this time we have begun to really have a great relationship with our horse and partnerships are really coming together with that (EARLY AFTERNOON), we go to the reining maneuvers, broken down into skill sets that encourage proper transitions and speed control of which are needed to successfully execute a reining pattern in competition as well as cooperation with your horse partner in everyday ranch work. These skills are easily interpreted by horse & riders and many you can work on at home.

Then (MID AFTERNOON)we go to the working cow of the program, at this point in our day everyone is able to understand thus far and ready to work cattle, first time horses and riders on cattle are not feeling uneasy of this experience due to the knowledge of the previous lessons learned and understanding gained throughout the day. For many this is the highlight and rightfully so, it can be! This is where all the work comes together and is when 3 minds are working together to achieve the goal. The rider, horse & cow must have an understanding of the object in order to gain success, that said with all the work throughout the day brings each of us to a place where feel is the most important. Being as the timing becomes imperative, so the rider has other thinking to do beyond the relationship he has already established with his partner the horse! Here too, there are maneuvers and skill sets that are ridden in order to develop the goal of controlling the cattles’ behavior from horseback without contact.

At this point our day ends with everyone more educated, having had a lot of information presented and practiced, yet asking …When can I do this again?!!
Well, the ideal answer to that is every day!, training is an ongoing thing and as any great cowboy knows, our horses must be worked consistently in order for the partnership to be maintained and be the best they can be at ranch/ stock horse handling. HOWEVER, not everyone has the cattle and New Hampshire is not the ideal for big country ranching, so feel free to come on back and try one of our Stock Horse Shows, Cutting Horse practices or we host Stock Horse Clinics monthly!
We are in hopes that this has been an introduction to the “Know & Go” Clinics format and invite you to join us the 1st Saturday of the month May- Sept., if you would like to sign up or for more information contact us at:  info@riverfarenh.com or 603-724-0231

