RIDGEBACK RODEO 2011 INFO SHEET

dates July 28-31, 2011 

Each year as the days grow warmer and longer, we at Terra Cotta Kennels begin planning our annual Ridgeback Rodeo. Here is where Ridgeback lovers, young and old, get together to celebrate everything Ridgeback! 

Are you new to Ridgebacks? The Rodeo is the perfect place to learn more about this unique breed. Talk with “old hands” to gain tips and pointers; bring along your Ridgebacks for the absolute best socialization opportunity you will ever find for them!  

Perhaps you are already experienced with Ridgebacks? Relax with friends and get in some practice time without the pressure of show competition. You just can’t beat the fun you’ll have at the Ridgeback Rodeo! 
Our annual Ridgeback Rodeo is for any and all Ridgebacks and their owners. Held each year at TerraCotta Kennels on the Scattergun Reserve property in Pennsylvania, the Rodeo is a breed specific gathering that offers almost all things possible for Ridgebacks. Our events over the four days of the Rodeo include agility, conformation, sheep herding, hunting, CGC testing, ATTS temperament testing, lure coursing, and straight racing just to name just a few. 

Combine this with good food, good friends (new and old), nighttime bonfires, and our relaxed, non-competitive atmosphere and the result is a vacation your WHOLE family will enjoy!!

We hope to see you this year with your new pup, your current pack, your show dog, or your companion or senior Ridgeback. All are welcome! 

If you have questions about the 2011 Ridgeback Rodeo after reviewing the information contained here, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Entry forms are available online at our web site. Early entries (postmarked or faxed and paid by June 15th) are eligible for a 10% discount – so get your completed form in early and save some money!
Mouthwatering Meals

Consider joining us for dinner each night and enjoy some really good cookin’ and really GREAT company! Please note that reservations in advance are needed. It takes a lot of planning to cook for so many folks!

Thursday Night Kick Off!!  
We’ll be having a repeat of last year with sumptuous Alaskan Salmon donated by Suzy Eberling and Max Martin, served on a bed of greens with rice pilaf and crusty Italian bread, 2 drinks (wine or beer) and dessert.  The cost is $25 per person. Profits will be donated to RRUS. 
Fun Friday Fish and Chips 

Annette Ernst of Anjari Kennels (and her Mom!) have offered to donate fresh Perch, homemade macaroni salad and desserts so belly up to the table on Friday night to enjoy Lake Erie Perch, french fries, macaroni salad, corn-on-the-cob, beverage, and dessert. The cost is $15 per person.
Fabulous Saturday Steak Fry!! 
Sit down to some of the finest cuisine available on Saturday night with filet mignon cooked to order, baked potato, fresh green beans, salad, Amish bread, beverage, and dessert. The cost is $22.50 per person.
Doggone FUN Events!

Temperament Testing
American Temperament Test Society (ATTS) Testing is available on Sunday (7/31) only. Our chief tester is Peg Phillips and our event manager is Robin Adler. The test is open to all breeds this year, including mixes. Please note that your dog must be at least 18 months old on the day of the test. ATTS forms are available at the Rodeo or you can download a form from www.atts.org/about.html and have it all filled out and ready to go! (Please note that entry forms MUST be double-sided on one sheet of paper.) Fee: $35 per dog if paid in advance. Gate entry fee is $40 per dog.
Herding Instinct Certification
Herding Instinct Certification (HIC) is available on Friday (7/29) and Saturday (7/30). This is always one of the bigger attractions at the Rodeo, and Kelly Malone is returning to the rodeo for her 5th year to head up our herding event! Let your Ridgeback show you his/her herding talents (or not!) HIC certificates will be awarded to dogs that make the grade. This counts as a point towards a VC or VCX! For more information about competitive herding events, visit the following links: www.ahba-herding.org or www.akc.org/events/herding/index.cfm. Fee: $35 per dog if paid in advance. Gate entry fee is $40 per dog.
Herding - Advanced Techniques 

Herding Advanced Techniques is available on Friday (7/29) and Saturday (7/30). Dogs entered in Advanced Herding Techniques should already have earned their HIC. Fee: $35 per dog if paid in advance. Gate entry fee is $40 per dog.
Hunting Ridgeback Association Events
The following is a tentative list of the hunting events, qualifiers and trials we anticipate offering this year: Junior Level Game Bird Qualifier (quail); Game Bird Trial (quail); Junior Level Small Game Qualifier (rabbit); Game Recovery Tracking Junior Qualifier; Game Recovery Tracking Trial; Junior Level Carriage Qualifiers (hopefully using a horse and carriage or wagon). Please go to the Hunting Ridgeback Association (HRA) web site at www.thehra.com/index2.htm to learn more about how these events are run and especially the Trial System Regulations.

Entries in HRA events will be limited and there are additional fees. In addition, separate entry forms need to be completed for these events. These entry forms will be available at the HRA web site in the near future. Please check www.terracottakennels.com  web site Rodeo page for updates as the Rodeo draws closer and watch for rr-folk posts!
Canine Good Citizen / Therapy Dog International Testing

Canine Good Citizen (CGC) testing is available on Friday (7/29), Saturday (7/30), and Sunday (7/31), with Diane Balint as the evaluator. Diane will be here from around 1:00 to 3 or 4:00 each day to test your dogs. All Ridgebacks should earn their CGC title to prove their worth as the intelligent and wonderful companion dogs and good canine citizens they are! There is no age limit for a CGC test. To learn more about CGC visit www.akc.org/events/cgc/training_testing.cfm. Fee: CGC testing is included in the cost of your Rodeo attendance fee. 

We also hope to offer Therapy Dog International (TDI) Testing this year, but are still looking for a tester before we can finalize this. Check our web site as the event gets closer for updates. If you or someone you know is interested in doing TDI testing, please contact us! 
Rally

Let June Garand show you the fun sport of Rally!  During Rally, the dog and handler move as a team through a course of designated stations that provide instructions on each skill to be performed. June is our event manager this year and has participated in Rally for over seven years. During those years, three of her Ridgebacks achieved AKC Rally Excellent titles with very high scores! June believes the most important thing you can take into the ring, whatever your venue, is a well trained dog, and that training should be fun for both you and your dog! For more information about AKC Rally check out their link at www.akc.org/events/rally. Fee: participation in rally is included in the cost of your Rodeo attendance fee.
Agility

There is a complete Ridgeback-sized agility course set up all weekend for your practice and enjoyment so get out and have some fun! No age limit for your dog, but please use common sense regarding your dog’s age and physical condition. And please listen to the event manager for knowledgeable advice and agility rules! Event manager to be announced.  For more information about AKC agility visit www.akc.org/events/agility/index.cfm. Fee: participation in agility is included in the price of your Rodeo attendance fee.  
Tracking

Karen Phillips of Buckeye Tracking Club is returning again this year to show us how to get started in tracking with our Ridgebacks. Karen will be at the Rodeo all four days (or at least part of each day) so if tracking is your thing, you better put in now to get the days off work! No age limit and pups are welcome and encouraged. Tracking games, track laying, and short practice tracks are a few of the things Karen will show you, along with tracking demos with her dogs. 
Karen is an AKC tracking judge and will also do tracking certifications if anyone is ready for that big step! (Please note that we need to know well in advance if you want a certification done so a track can be laid.)  For more information about AKC tracking tests and getting started in tracking go to www.akc.org/events/tracking. Fee: participation in tracking events is included in the price of your Rodeo attendance fee.  
Lure Coursing / Racing  … AKC JC/QC

Gayle and Paul Kytta are coming back to the rodeo this year as the coursing/racing event management team. These two know just about everything there is to know about lure coursing and straight racing. For more information about coursing and racing check out the following links: or www.lgra.org, or www.asfa.org, or www.akc.org/events/lure_coursing/index.cfm. Fee: participation in Lure Coursing / Straight Racing practice is included in the price of your Rodeo attendance fee.  
Along with coursing and racing practice that is available at no charge throughout the weekend, we are offering AKC Junior Courser (JC) tests and Qualified Courser (QC) tests this year!  There are additional fees for JC/QC that will be paid directly to the Cuyahoga Valley Hound Association in a separate check. The premium list is now available for download from the rodeo page of our website below.
“Show Ring” Fun Match and Conformation classes
Every year we hold a fun match for Ridgebacks of all ages, from the babies to the veterans. It's all for fun and for training the youngsters and newbies for the show ring. Classes are divided by age and we award ribbons, prizes and trophies. This year’s match is planned for Sunday afternoon, and our judge will be Neil McDevitt. Maybe you’ve already shown to Neil as he is an AKC judge now fully licensed for Ridgebacks and I believe he is going for his all breed license. Let’s show all of our beautiful pups, young adults and mature veterans to Neil on Sunday. It will be great practice for your upcoming show pups and he will be easy-handed on the youngsters and who knows, you may want to show to Neil at a “real” point show in the near future! 

Prior to the match you can hone your skills in the handling ring with Marjorie Crouch of Tandiwe Kennels (est. 1988). A “teacher” by profession of music and math, Marjorie has been showing for 20+ years, and at one time had a top 20 special (top 10 all breed) dog.  She has finished multiple dogs, and gotten BOB on a number of them. While in Texas until 1996, she went to handling class every week.  When she was specialing Zeke (CH Driefontein Zikomo Kuambeia) she was at the shows all day and made the acquaintance of a number of handlers, from whom she learned a variety of techniques. She shows other breeds for friends and handlers in a jam and has taken 3 George Alston handling classes, the first in 1988, the last his Super Handling class. Marjorie has also judged numerous matches and sweepstakes. Fee: participation in the Fun Match is included in the price of your Rodeo attendance fee.  
(There is a slight chance we may hold a UKC Ridgeback show in place of the Fun Match. We will see if this pans out!) 
Camping / Motor Home Accommodations 

There is no charge for camping, vehicle parking, or motor home parking. There is plenty of room for self-contained motor homes. There is limited shade and  no permanent water hook ups, but plenty of free well water is available. We also provide a clean outhouse. 

A limited number of electric hook-ups are available for motor homes. The first 7 rodeo entries received will be guaranteed an electric hook up. We will try to accommodate as many as possible after that. Electric hook up is $15 per night.
Hotel Accommodations 

Ideally you will want to either camp or come in your motor home so as to enjoy the whole experience, but if that’s not possible there are several hotels located less than 20 miles from the Rodeo location. Please check our web site for details on these hotels, and for links to their web sites to make reservations. Please respect the rooms and grounds so we can use these establishments in the future!

Cleanliness

We have ZERO TOLERANCE for folks not cleaning up after their dogs. “Poop Police” will regularly patrol the grounds to enforce the rules. PLEASE bring plenty of poop bags and be considerate by always cleaning up after your pups. Help us keep the Rodeo clean and pleasant for everyone!

Raffle Donations

We are soliciting raffle items or donations for the now famous Ridgeback Rodeo Raffles and auctions!! Our raffles historically raise up to $1000 each year for Ridgeback Rescue. You can donate a gift or basket of any kind if you're coming to the rodeo, can make a donation online using the PayPal button on our web site, or can mail a check to Terra Cotta Kennels with a note that it’s a donation for Ridgeback Rescue. 

If you can’t make it to the Rodeo but want to help, please consider making a donation to support the folks who work hard throughout the year to rescue and re-home this wonderful breed! 
Thank you!!!
Terra Cotta Kennels

20884 Beaver Center Road, Conneautville, PA 16406

     Phone: (814) 587-3597 
      Email: kalimba@windstream.net          www.terracottakennels.com 


