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Community Foster Program Guidelines
If you have an animal for which you need to find a new home, whether it is your own animal or a stray that has shown up at your home, we may be able to help, if you are both able and willing to work with us.

We do not have a permanent, physical shelter. Therefore, all of our animals are kept in individual foster homes. Because our foster homes are filled to capacity the majority of the time, we have established a unique program called Community Fostering.  With your cooperation, this special program enables Cabarrus Pets Society to assist you in helping the animal. We will work together in this partnership until the animal(s) is/are adopted into appropriate, permanent home(s).
The following guidelines will help you to decide if you are capable and prepared to work within our Community Foster Program.

1. You may submit a request for a temperament test by calling CPS at 704-786-7729 or by emailing petpals@cabarruspets.com. Temperament testing is required for all dogs age four (4) months or older. The temperament test helps us to determine if the animal can be adopted through our program.  A CPS volunteer will contact you to schedule the temperament test and answer any additional questions that you may have. Temperament tests are conducted by qualified Cabarrus Pets Society representatives by appointment only! Because we are a volunteer organization, these tests are done on Saturday mornings only at 207 S. Main Street, Kannapolis. If for any reason you are unable to make your scheduled appointment or you need to re-schedule, you must contact CPS by phone or email at least 24 hours before your scheduled appointment time. Failure to do so will result in forfeiting your application into the Community Foster Program. We schedule the temperament testing at a time especially for you & the animal, so please plan to arrive at least 10 minutes prior to your scheduled appointment with the Surrender/Foster Agreement and Pet Profile Sheet completed. Temperament testing is an important and often time consuming task, so please understand that if you arrive more than 10 minutes late for your appointment, we will not be able to administer the test. 
2. The purpose of the temperament test is to look for any kind of aggressions or behavioral issues that will make the dog unadoptable through our program including, but not limited to, dog aggression, aggression with people of any age, severe food aggression, fear biting, etc.  If the dog is just shy or timid, and you are willing and committed to helping the animal, we will give you pointers on socializing the dog with people and other animals. We will be happy to re- test the dog after you have had some time to work with it and feel that it is at a stage to be re-tested.  
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3. We are not able to take in Pit Bulls or Pit Bull mixes due to the time consuming task of screening potential adopters to assure the animal(s) would be much loved family pets and not at risk of being used for any part of dog fighting. 

4. You will be required to complete the attached Pet Profile form in its entirety. The items on the Pet Profile Sheet are designed to help our volunteers, you, and the animal. If you unsure of an answer or the question is not applicable, please indicate such by writing a ? or NA in the corresponding answer space. We cannot test the dog without the completed form.
5. If the animal passes the temperament test, and all required documents are completed and signed, Cabarrus Pets Society will assume the responsibility of costs associated with providing food and medical care for the animal(s) until adopted. As a Community Foster Parent, your responsibility will be to provide a safe and loving home for  the animal(s) at all times while in your care, until adopted. Cabarrus Pets Society must determine that you are both able and willing to provide the animal(s) with a secure, attentive, and caring environment, appropriate exercise, and reasonable socialization with people and other animals. If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate discuss them with a Cabarrus Pets Society representative. 
6. While the dog is in the Community Foster Program, Cabarrus Pets Society will market the animal to the public and accept and process adoption application per our adoption policy. In order to appropriately market the animal(s), CPS will require accurate, detailed, and updated information from you about the animal’s personality, behavior, and training progress.

7. If you suspect the animal(s) to be ill, it will be your responsibility to notify Cabarrus Pets Society IMMEDIATELY! If you are in doubt or have a medical question, please do not hesitate to contact us! We have a medical director who performs routine well care for the animal(s) in the program, but there are times when the animal(s) must be seen by a veterinarian.                  If veterinary attention is needed for the animal(s) while in your care,  you are required to contact a CPS representative prior to treatment.
8. You must be able to transport the dog to and from our adoption events every Saturday from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM, so that it will be available to meet potential adopters. We require the animal(s) to be clean and properly groomed when they are brought to the adoption events, which will aid in the adoption process. In consideration of approved applicants who plan to come to meet the animal at the Saturday adoption events, we ask for at least 24 hours notice if you cannot make it on a particular Saturday. This advanced notice also helps us to work out a schedule for the dog to receive vaccines, monthly heartworm and flea prevention, and/or other medical care that it will need, which is normally administered to the animal at the Saturday adoption events.  
9. Cabarrus Pets Society will contact your veterinarian to verify that your current animal(s) receive proper medical care. If you are a renter, we will contact your landlord to verify that pets are allowed in your residence and inquire about any fees, size or breed restrictions. 
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10. We cannot make any guarantees about the length of time it will take to find the right home for the dog. It can take as little as a few weeks, or as long as a year or more! It depends on the animal’s adoptability and what applicants are looking for at the time. Typically, adult dogs do not adopt as quickly as puppies, but are still very worthy of the time and effort needed to find them appropriate homes. You must be prepared for whatever time it may take!
11. We give rigorous and reasonable consideration to all adoption applicants. Our goal is to find the dog the BEST possible home, NOT how fast we can find the animal a home.  When an adoption application is received for the animal(s), CPS will obtain vet reference(s). This is done for all applicants to verify that their current and previous animals have been well cared for. CPS will assure the applicant can provide a secure, appropriate exercise area and/or exercise routine suitable for the breed, size, and energy level of the animal.  If applicable, a landlord reference check will be done to establish that animals are allowed on the property. We will also inquire about additional fees associated with the animal(s) or if there are breed and/or size restrictions.

12. You will be required to sign a legally binding Surrender and Foster Agreement that states you understand and will comply with all guideline, policies, and conditions of the program.
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