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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  
Greetings All, 

Another year in the life of Main Street Monticello has passed and our trusty President, 

Dan Schall has passed the torch. Main Street Monticello will continue its dedication and 

service to our community as it has in the past and I will do my utmost best to ensure that.   We 

have a new Board Secretary, Natalie V. Binder.  Some of you may know Natalie she is an 

author and works in our R. J. Bailor Library. We feel she will be a great asset to Main Street 

and our community.   

We just finished with our “Halloween Haunting” and “The Dogwood Street of Terror” 

Event and we are now working on the “Around the Downtown Christmas” Festival.  We 

appreciate the help we received from friends, members and volunteers, but we need more 

volunteers, more help from our community as we work to revitalize and enhance our beautiful 

town of Monticello. Thank you for your support, 

Margie Stern, President/Main Street Monticello, Florida, (850) 445-1390  
**************************************************************************************** 

MAIN STREET SPEAKER SERIES 

NOVEMBER 2011 EVENTS 

 

Free—Everyone is invited 

 

Doug Alderson will sign his new book on kayaking and canoeing the 

rivers of Florida in the Rosemary Tree on November 12, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

A slide show of his travels in various waters will be showing throughout.  

 

Angela Prioleau, of Gainesville, FL, will present an explanation of USDA 
Renewable Energy grants available to farmers and members of rural communities on 

Monday, Nov. 28th, 6:30 PM in the Wirick-Simmons House on N Jefferson Ave. -  

 
You’ll have plenty of time to ask questions & eat a bite and visit with your friends. 

 

http://www.mainstreetmonticellofl.org/
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Trees Tame Storm water 
Rain refreshes the land and nourishes the green landscape, 

But as houses, stores, schools, roads and parking lots spread and natural tree cover is lost, so 

is the absorbing effect of vegetation and soil. The welcome rain becomes costly storm water 

runoff. Without the benefit of trees and vegetated infrastructure, waterways are polluted as 

oils, heavy metal particles and other harmful substances are washed away. Fish and wildlife 

suffer drinking water becomes expensive or impossible to reclaim, property values are 

reduced, and our living environment is degraded.  

 Trees make a difference and every tree matters. It’s never too late for municipalities, 

homeowners, businesses and schools to plant abundant trees to retain more water on site, 

enhance percolation into the soil, reduce the expense of pipes and treatment plants, and 

protect environmental quality. For more information including an interactive version of these 

please visit arborday.org/stormwater. 

 

LEAVES break the force of falling rain and reduce soil erosion. 

They retain 2-7 percent or more of the water produced by a short 

downpour allowing it to slowly evaporate back into the atmosphere. 
 

FEW TREES 
  

(1) TREELESS PARKING LOTS are unsightly, add to stormwater runoff and are a 

source of heat that is not only uncomfortable but increases air pollution 

(2) TREELESS STREETS deprive the community of social benefits and ecological 

services. Following storms, water rushes along the street sides. 

(3) ASPHALT PLAYGROUNDS are unnatural places for children to play, 

contributing to a disconnect with nature. The solid surface also prevents rain from 

slowly re-charging groundwater, instead adding extra volume to runoff.  

(4) TREELESS HOMES AND YARDS reduce property values, increase energy costs 

and allow rainfall to rush into gutters. 

(5) EROSION-PRONE RIVERS eat away at adjoining property, destroy fish habitat 

and fill in reservoirs and waterways with silt. 

(6) COMPACTED LAWNS without trees are not only less appealing, they often can’t 

soak up heavy rains fast enough. Excessive runoff flows across sidewalks and 

down driveways and streets.  

(7) OVERWHELMED SEWAGE SYSTEMS can lead to untreated sewage being 

swept into waterways. Upgrades are expensive adding to local tax burdens.  

 

ABUNDANT TREES 
 

(1) WELL-LANDSCAPED PARKING LOTS can be designed to slow storm runoff 

and beautify the community. They cool parked cars, reducing evaporated gasoline 

that contributes to air-polluting ozone. Tree shade also adds longevity to paved 

surfaces.  
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(2) TREE-LINED STREETS retain large volumes of rainfall, reducing and cleansing 

runoff. They also increase property values, encourage shopping and business, 

reduce air pollution, calm traffic and lower noise levels.  

(3) NATURE EXPLORE CLASSROOMS at schools can be combined with nearby 

community gardens and natural areas to serve as neighborhood parks. Their 

unpaved surfaces increase rainwater retention as they provide nature-rich play and 

learning spaces for children.  

(4) SHADED HOMES AND TREE-FILLED YARDS make urban life more pleasant 

and provide practical benefits such as lower heating and air condition costs and 

increased re-sale values. The tree canopy is also a major contributor to stormwater 

runoff reduction.  

(5) RIPARIAN BUFFERS consisting of trees and shrubs along waterways slow flood 

waters, reduce erosion, cool the water for fish, and filter harmful runoff from 

adjoining land.  

(6) RAIN GARDENS hold water onsite, reducing wasteful runoff and providing 

moisture for tree roots and flowerbeds. The also filter chemicals draining from 

walks, driveways and streets.  

(7) MANAGEABLE STORMWATER RUNOFF results from abundant trees, multi-

use catch basins and rain gardens, reduced impervious surfaces, and increased 

ground vegetation. The benefits are lower costs and a more livable, sustainable 

environment.  
From Arbor Day, September/October 2011 issue 
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WE OWE A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL MAIN STREET 

MEMBERS AND ESPECIALLY TO THE FOLLOWING  

SUPPORTING  AND AFFILIATE MEMBERS.  

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE MERCHANTS AND 

PROFESSIONALS—THEY MAKE ALL THE 

DIFFERENCE TO OUR TOWN --- 
 

 
 

Morris Law Firm 

245 East Washington Street, 850-997-0440 
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Simpson Nurseries 

52 Nacoosa Road, 850-997-2516 

 

 

Jefferson Farmer’s Market 

690 E. Washington St, 850-997-5965 

 

 

Riverside Heating and Air 

320 Bob White Trail, 850-997-7111 

 

 

Jefferson County Historical Society, 

1 Pearl Street, 850-997-2465 

 

 

Monticello-Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce 

420 W. Washington Street, 850-997-5552 

__________________________________________________ 

 

SUSTAINING MAIN STREET SUPPORTER 

Patti Liles 

Sunshine Title Service 

1155 W. Washington St, 850-997-8777 
 

 
Please join us--your Main Street Monticello Membership will help support our efforts to find new 

downtown and county businesses, protect and use Monticello and Jefferson County’s wonderful 

historical and natural resources, and attract traffic to our existing businesses and historical sites.  

www.mainstreetmonticellofl.org   

http://www.mainstreetmonticellofl.org/

