Kim Willis, Retired Master Police Officer, Training Summaries and K9 Profile

Capabilities and Response

K9 response for light disaster under City of Chesapeake Community Emergency Response Team, and search & rescue in urban, industrial, rural or wilderness for all lost individuals or run-a-ways at risk, and those with dementia or autism.  Criminal investigations for, but not limited to, abductions, kidnappings, murders, assaults, car trails, suspect vehicle identification, all with the use of advanced scent discrimination skills.  Training law enforcement K9 Teams in advanced scent discrimination skills.  Animal’s is disaster or rescue response including equines, under the City of Chesapeake Community Animal Response Team “CART”, recognized by the State (co-founder).   Beside sheltering and rescuing, we are involved in the training of all emergency and first responders in horse handling for emergency situations.  

I will also respond for lost, escaped or stolen pets, livestock, reptiles, and exotics.  This can be for govt. agencies, or the owners of the animal.               

SAR Training Summary

· Began dog training at age 7, apprenticed with several Master Trainers throughout career, and worked in all phases of the canine industry, from kennels to grooming shops, and more.  

· I have put 45+ titles and certifications on dogs.  

· Began search and rescue work in 1984-1988 as a Sheriff’s Deputy Mounted Searcher.  

· Began K9 SAR 1994.  

K9 SAR dog teams that I have trained from beginning to certification (assisted with many other teams):

· Max Rhodesian Ridgeback, Man Trailing, Area Search (with and w/o scent discrimination) (personal dog)

· Keno Rhodesian Ridgeback, Tracking, Man Trailing, Area Search (with and w/o scent discrimination), Article Search, obedience (personal dog)

· Kobe Rhodesian Ridgeback, Area Search (with and w/o scent discrimination), Man Trailing, Tracking, Article Search, obedience, (personal dog)

· Pearl Bloodhound, Man Trailing (Sheriff’s Deputy handler)

· Tucker Australian Shepherd, Area Search (without scent discrimination, and transitioning to scent discrimination) Man Trailing, obedience (ER nurse civilian handler) 

· Two-Way Rhodesian Ridgeback, Human Remains, Area Search (scent specific), Man Trailing (personal dog)

· Toby Mastiff/Rottweiler, Man Trailing, beginning area search (w/o scent discrimination) (civilian handler)

· Tazz Rhodesian Ridgeback, Area Search (both), Article Search (personal dog)

*All scent certifications done with North American Police Work Dog Association (except Max), and at one time had four of my own dogs certified.    


Attended many search and disaster drills, simulations, and canine educational seminars

· CPR, Wilderness First Aid

· State of Virginia certified FTM Professional Ground Search (promoted to FTL many times)

· Forty-Hour Man Tracking Course w/additional training in evasion tactics

· 30 hour Man Tracking Training is all phases   

· Forty-Hour Human Remains workshop

· K9 Legal Update on the legalities of all K9 Deployment www.k9fleck.org 

· Lost victim traits of persons with dementia and autism

· 4-day course Professional training for handling animals in disaster  

· 3-years SAR training hours: 2005 training hours 680, 2006 training hours 675, 2007 training hours 405

· Performed Lost but Found lectures to scout groups 

· Trained K9 teams, and managed K9 Operations for three search and rescue units at different times. 

· Started one K9 SAR unit, developed K9 programs for two existing units, with a full set of K9 SOPs. 


Other Training Summary

· For 15 years worked for two police department with positions in crime prevention (including doing lectures), community policing, street patrol, DUI task force & fatality team (declared an expert witness in the state of KS on DUI detection, testing standards, apprehension, and processing), assisted with NITSA’s national standardized field sobriety testing, and was a detective for four years

· Retired in 1999 as a Master Police Officer from the Virginia Beach Police Department, injured in the line of duty    

· Self Defense & Fire Arms Safety and Tactics, Evasion Tactics, Crime Scene Preservation 

· 4 Day FBI Hostage Negotiations School 

· 3-Day Weapons of Mass Destruction course U.S. Department of Homeland Security, by Texas A & M University
· Terrorist Activity, and Gang Violence courses   

· Community Emergency Response Team “CERT” school   

· FEMA ICS 100, 200, 300, 400, 700, 800

· Mass Casualty I & II, Hazardous Materials, Bloodborn Pathogens, OSHA

· Advanced Weather Spotter

· Critical Incident Stress Management 

· CPR/FA updated as needed, pet first aid   

Publications 

Seventeen canine training articles published in national, international magazines, and the Internet.  In 2008 I had a personal interview published in a national magazine as a trainer/breeder, featured in other articles not written by me in national magazines, was a featured trainer at the 2008 Ridgeback World Congress, and was the key speaker in Oct. of 2008 for Psychiatric Service Dog Society’s yearly conference.         

Currently

City of Chesapeake “CERT” K9 Operations Leader/Trainer/Operational K9 Teams, Animals in Disaster Coordinator 

Virginia State Certified FTM Ground Search Professional

Man Tracker I

North American Police Work Dog Association, Associate Member and Associate Member Liaison for East Coast 

City of Chesapeake Community Animal Response Team, (co-founder) (state recognized)

Owner of Kustom K9 Training Specializing in training scent work, performance, behavior, and service dogs

A Designated Trainer in a Study at the DC Walter Reed Hospital for psychiatric service dogs 
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We are available for lost, and stolen pets, livestock, exotics, reptiles, or escaped zoo animals.  My dogs can work singly or as a pack.  This service could be crucial if you have a dangerous lost animal, or need to find an endangered stolen animal.  With gangs and dog fighting on the rise in many areas, pets are stolen more often then you would think and used as bait or training animals.  There is a fee for this service, which helps support the human search volunteer work, and is offered through my dog training business Kustom K9 Training.  All the profits go to help support the expensive volunteer work of K9 Search and Rescue.  

 Kobe is one of those special dogs that can do it all.  She is equally good at area search, building search, article search, tracking, and man trailing, but her best work style is more detailed.  She did not start out the way, and had a wonderful quarter mile or more SAR area search range, but as she gained training and experience her true value starting creeping out.  She does however still love air scent work.  


     She combines all three-scent types at any given time that enables me to provide the most information on any type of search, over single scent usage dogs, or even duel scent dogs.  Of all the searches we have worked with other dogs, I have been able to provide more details based on the detailed way Kobe works.  Kobe can ID her person’s footprints, items they touched, will hit on vehicle handles and door knobs touched, can ID vehicles entered, and location they sat, or laid, and can even ID car tracks when a vehicle is involved.  


     She is able to work car trails down busy roads, and can work in urban, rural, or industrial areas, as well as aged trails.  She is also able to scent specific area search.  For criminal investigations she is able to work secondary scent/scent transfer cases that might occur with abductions, rapes, or murders, and she can work missing man scent scenarios.  She is capable of doing a double scent/back-tracking case such as back tracking a person to locate the secondary scent that is on their person.  


     Kobe is older now so has slowed down, but it makes her easy to keep up with.  I find this important for her detailed work that LE is able to follow along with her work and progress for court purposes.  Kobe can work on or off lead, and also excels at pet search, especially exotics.                 





Two-Way was my fifth cross-trained dog.  He has a very high prey drive so started his career with human remains work.  He excelled very quickly, even faster then me.  At the time it was difficult to get training aids, and training support, so I switched to live find (man trailing), then onto scent specific area search.  He will also do car trails, building searches, and aged trails.  He is more apt to rely on air scent on trails, so his style of trailing is a bit different.  He finds the end faster, but will not provide me with as much information as Kobe.  He can work out of a scent pool very fast, and is my choice for doing PR work with crowds.  Two-Ways also excels in pet search, and will work on or off lead.        





     





Keno, actually being my second scent dog after “Max”, started her career in the show ring, agility, and obedience.  She then went onto Schutzhund obedience, and tracking, but was later certified through NAPWDA.  By then I had Kobe working as well.  So at that point Keno was my second, and Kobe my third dog cross-trained in scent types.                 


     She is an excellent tracker and took to man trailing and scent specific area search with the ease she did of tracking.  She is also great at all of them, but seems to love air scenting the most.  Even at the age of 11 she was working, now having just turned 12, I have retired her at all but smaller tasks in pet searches.  Keno in her day was my best article search dog, and is still very good, just not as fast.  Her daughter Tazz is a close contender.  Keno will indicate on an article from her subject while tracking.  She is also additionally trained to pull a travois with an injured person. 


    Besides her NAPWDA certifications in her career, she also has many AKC and other performance titles such as obedience, agility, and weight pulling.  She will work on or off lead, and also excels in pet search.  Keno comes from a strong line of field dogs and is the dam of Kobe, Tazz, and Two-Way.  She has breed points as well, and health certification on hips, elbows, eyes, ears, heart, and thyroid.  She has over 80% champions in extended pedigree, over 40% duel CH, and about the same ROM.            





.   





What a clown this dog is.  I started her just for fun with article search, to later find out she loves area search.  But her favorite scent work is locating lost pets, and especially likes exotics.  She has been on several cases and done very well for me.  With so many dogs to keep up, I have not done a lot of advanced scent work with her, but she naturally excels on her own in all phases of scent work.  She can pick up a mouse under the dirt, on the air from ten feet away.  Then she wants to dig it out.  .  








